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later regarded a great ruler and almost the father of
the royal line of Thebes. Perhaps he established his
authority over the entire country. He excavated
for himself, his queen and concubines,, the oldest rock-
cut royal tomb and a long gallery extending far be-
neath the mountain at Der el-Bahri (in the western
necropoles opposite Thebes) ending in a chamber
which originally held his coffin. It seems that his
concubines (the priestesses of goddess Halhor) were
all slain at the death of the king to accompany him
to the next world. Courtiers and slaves were killed
and buried with kings in the time of the 1st Dynasty,
and the custom held on till as late as the time of Amen-
hetep II. Neb-hapet-Ra fought Libyans., Nubians,
and Semites and he seems to have invaded as far as
southern Palestine.
Neb-hapet-Ra was succeeded by Sankhkara Men-
tuhetep whose reign was distinguished by an expe-
dition to the land of Punt by Henu. Henu reached
the Red Sea by the Hammamat road and then sailed
down to Somaliland and returned laden with incense,
gum and myrrh.
Amenemhat I, the prime-minister of Sankhkara,
founded the 12th Dynasty. As to the historicity of
the rulers of this line we are somewhat on surer ground.
The lists are fairly in agreement with one another
regarding their statements about these kings,
The kings of this dynasty were energetic and
Egypt enjoyed a period of unprecedented peace and
prosperity. Amenemhat III reclaimed a whole pro-
vince in the Fayyum and regulated the flow of water
in and out of Lake Moiris. On the slopes of the tomb-
hill of the kings were buried the functionaries of state,
stewards, physicians, and retainers of various ranks,
each, like his lord, with his own funerary state of great
rectangular wooden coffins and" the models of servants
and boatmen which were supposed to turn into ghostly